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Finally, consider the six hours on the cross. That was the ultimate failure to Ôget
tractionÕ Ñ with every one: crowds, religious leaders, disciples; why, even one of the
co-condemned beside him turned away from him. In the end, even the Father forsook
him (so that as a result sinners could Ôget tractionÕ to enter freely into the Father's
presence by the new and living way He has opened to us through His sacrifice)!

And as I thought on these things, suddenly this phrase came to my mind:
ÔThere's no traction without attraction.Õ In other words, the ultimate assurance of
success in any ministry for Christ depends, first of all, on how fully those
whom we serve see the wonder and majesty of GodÕs Son and are drawn to
Him for ALL that He really is.
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Excerpt from Revive Us Again Devotional Guide 2007. To order, please call 718-721-2626.
LetÕs maintain a spirit of worship and prayer as we focus on Jesus, our Savior and King.

Traction And Attraction - Part I
Colossians 1:24-29

by David Bryant

This morning in my prayer time I reflected on this question: ÔWhy is it so hard for
those of us in ministry - why is it so hard for me -- to get greater traction in our service
to the Body of Christ?Õ  Why do we feel like such failures sometimes? If we had hung
around Jesus' earthly ministry, I suggest to you, we might have asked the very same
questions.

Consider John 6 where most of the disciples walked away because his teaching was
just Ôtoo hardÕ for them to handle. Consider his weeping over Jerusalem because
he had wanted to gather them to himself, many times, but they still Ôwould notÕ.
Consider the testimonies spoken about him at his birth by angels and
prophets, promises of great awakenings about to break forth. Then notice how it all
seems to fizzle, and essentially turn into 30 years of ÔsilenceÕ. No traction for the Son
of God during the first 30 years of his earthly life.

Consider his observation about 3 of 4 soils, that there would be Ôno tractionÕ in the
end for the message of the Kingdom among 75% of his audience (and he was the
master teacher!). Consider that when he seemed to finally get some
tractionÑwhen the crowds finally decided to make him their king Ñ he turned them
away saying, essentially, that the ÔtractionÕ they were demonstrating actually proved
they had totally misunderstood who he really was! There was traction; but it was
going in the wrong direction! 
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Pray for new pastors and Christian leaders to
attend and receive an injection of vision, skill
development and inspiration at this upcoming

event.  For conference details or to register at 1 of 9
regional locations, go to www.willowcreek.com



    LordÕs Watch Prayer Outline Ð June 2009
Continue to pray for those who have lost sons and daughters in the continuing strife in Iraq and
Afghanistan.  Designed for a 1-hour prayer time, or spend 5 minutes each for 30 minutes total.

I. Rejoice Ð (10 Minutes)
READ Ð Colossians 1
REJOICE Ð for God cares more about where our heart is than what our results are.
REPENT Ð for times we have cared more about traction than attraction.

II. Revival in the Church - Jesus, give us your tears for our cities.
PERSONAL Ð Ask God for a greater love and passion to reach out to the unchurched.
REGIONAL Ð Please pray for thousands to participate in Pray New York! to prayer
walk their communities in the five boroughs of New York City during the month of
June. Pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and that intercessors, churches, and
communities would be changed as a result of prayer.
NATIONAL Ð For more than 19 years, Harvest Crusade has put on large-scale
evangelistic outreaches around the world. More than 3.8 million people have
reportedly attended a Harvest Crusade event in person, and more than 314,000
people have registered decisions of faith in Jesus Christ. Please pray for the upcoming
crusade at the Jones Beach Theater in Long Island, New York on June 13-14, and for
the crusade in Anaheim, CA. August 14-16. Pray for a harvest of souls for Christ.
INTERNATIONAL Ð Since August 2008 the continuing extremistÕs rampage in India
results in over 50,000 displaced Christians, more than 4,000 homes destroyed, and
the murder of about 120 Christians, including seven clergy killed in Orissa.  Over 300
villages and at least 250 churches were destroyed as well as 13 schools and colleges.
The attacks against Christians have been compounded by moves to pass laws to
prevent conversion from Hinduism to Christianity or any other religion. Please pray that
the attacks would stop, for conversions, and for courage and strength for Christians.

III.  Reconciliation - Jesus, be our peace between races & churches.
REGIONAL Ð Pray for the Summer evangelistic outreaches to be conducted by
Chosen People Ministries and Jews For Jesus.  Pray that their team members will be
bold in their ministry, and pray that doors will open for them to have conversations with
many Jewish people about Jesus.  Pray that God would overcome any obstacles that
stand in the way of Jewish New Yorkers receiving Messiah.
NATIONAL Ð As the summer movie season heats up and sci-fi & fantasy fans flock to
their secular ÔchurchesÕ, please pray that the Lord will reveal his true divinity in the face
of godless or spiritually inaccurate storylines.  Pray for summer outreach efforts,
including those related to specific movies, will open the eyes and soften the hearts of
those seeking a utopian future or supernatural powers that exist only in Christ.  Pray
that Christian values and messages in the movies is heard loud and clear.
INTERNATIONAL Ð Pope Benedict XVI recently toured the Middle East, seeking to
strengthen frayed ties with Muslims and Jews and give support to the beleaguered
Christian flock in the region.  Pray that his calls for reconciliation between Israelis and
Palestinians will come to fruition, and for God to protect and strengthen the Christians
that reside in the various countries of the Middle East.
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IV. Reformation in Society - Jesus, be the protector of our cities.

REGIONAL Ð The low height of the Bayonne Bridge may become an issue once the
current Panama Canal expansion is completed in 2014.  The expansion will transform
international trade to America's East Coast seaports by allowing massive container
ships to haul cargo from China through the canal.  At stake are tens of thousands of
port jobs in NY & NJ, the price of goods in this region and additional trucks on New
Jersey's roads.  Please pray that the economic impact study of the bridge height will
reveal actionable and expedient plans, and for the money to implement them.
NATIONAL Ð The CDC is concerned with what will happen as the Swine Flu virus
moves into the Southern Hemisphere, where the flu season is about to start. The
agency is also preparing for the virus' likely return in the fall to the Northern
Hemisphere.  Experts worry that, if the new flu virus mutates, people would have
limited immunity to fight the infection.  Please pray for the containment of the virus and
the protection of at-risk populations from the disease nationally and internationally.
INTERNATIONAL Ð NatureÕs amazing ability to create fragile connections among the
most unexpected creatures and our potential as humans to destroy or restore those
connections was recently highlighted in a PBS documentary about Atlantic coastal
Horseshoe Crabs (a living fossil) and the Red Knot shorebirds from South America
(they make one of the longest migrations of any animal on the planet).  Please pray for
the success of scientific efforts to save both species, and other endangered species.

V.  Reaching Outward - Jesus, blessed is the King who comes!
REGIONAL ÐPlease pray for a church plant in Manhattan who reaches out to West
African Muslims. Pray for the boldness and courage for our Muslim friends who want
to follow Christ but are hindered by their culture of shame.
NATIONAL Ð Please pray for Christians who serve in elected offices in our
government Ð for God to strengthen their faith, and for opportunities for them to stand
firm. Pray for protection over them and that they may be able to influence others to
protect and uphold laws that honor God.

INTERNATIONAL Ð Furious over the U.S. and Pakistan's military operations in Swat
Valley, the Taliban attacked a Christian colony, causing fear and panic among its
members and forcing them to join 200,000 others fleeing the town. Pray for GodÕs
protection and courage for Pakistani Christians and for the growth of the church.

VI.  Reflect Ð Wait Ð Listen --
REFLECT Ð upon the Scripture verses you have read and how that has guided your
prayers.  REMAIN -- in the presence of the Lord allowing His Spirit ample time to
speak to you.  RECORD -- what God says to you.  REPORT Ð testify of answered
prayer.


